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resolution. The pitiful folly of our late legislature
is already repented of. Believe me, thee never
stood higher with the best people of all parties in
the State. Amidst the miserable muddle of the
Credit Mobilier it is something to be proud of that
the smell of fire has not been upon thy garments."

A month later, Whittier reports a hearing be-
fore a committee at the State House, in the matter
of the petitions he had been industriously circulat-
ing for signatures among the best men of all
parties. He says: "I have just got back from
the hearing of the petitioners for rescinding the
vote of the extra session of the legislature. The
great Green Koom was packed full of the noblest
men and women of Boston and the State. Gover-
nor Claflin opened the matter in a brief but ad-
mirable speech, and was followed by ex-Governor
Washburn, in a long and eloquent argument and
appeal. James Freeman Clarke followed, earnest
and able, and John C. Park had the floor when I
left, making one of his best speeches. The hall
rang with applause of the various speakers. The
whole thing was well done, and I hope for the
best results. The reports of the speeches will
reach thee as soon as this, but I could not refrain
from dropping a line. Governor Claflin has
worked most actively and efficiently in the mat-
ter."

In his effort to secure the rescinding of the reso-
lution of censure of Charles Sumner, after writing
to all his personal friends among the public men of
the State, Mr. Whittier asked the help of states-
men, jurists, and editors in other States. To Hon.